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 W  I  S  
 

A s we continue in the liturgical season of 
“Ordinary Time” in September, we will 

consider scriptures from the Gospel of Matthew 
and the letters of Paul. We contemplate two of 
Jesus’ parables, one about the power and re-
sponsibility of forgiveness and the other about 
jealousy and the overwhelming power of God’s 
grace. From the Letter to the Romans, we learn 
about the only debt Paul thinks a Christian 
should carry: the debt of love. And from the 
Letter to the Philippians, we sing of the oldest 
surviving Christian writings, an ancient hymn 
about how Jesus’s empties himself of divine 
glory in order to become one of us. 
 

Sunday, September 6th 2020 
Romans 13: 8 -14 

“Love One Another” 
 
Sunday, September 13th 2020 

Matthew 18: 21-35 
“How Many Times?” 

 
Sunday, September 20th 2020 

Matthew 20:1-16 
“The Usual Daily Wage” 

 
Sunday, September 27th 2020 

Philippians 2:1-13 
“Kenosis” 

 

Submitted by: Pastor David 

 

P  D ’  V  O  
 

Pastor David is available for drop-in visits via 
Zoom on Tuesdays 1-3 and Thursday 10-noon. 
Just enter this web address in your browser 
(bit.ly/pastordavidsoffice). Or the Meeting ID is 
971 7836 5042 and the password is FGUMC. For 
those of you dialing in with your phone, it’s 1-
253-215-8782. 

Submitted by: Pastor David 
───────────────────────── 

 

C  
 

While we can’t celebrate Campfire in the Court-
yard in person this year, we’ll do the next best 
thing: Campfire over Zoom. On Sunday, Sep-
tember 6th, at 7 p.m., join us for a campfire, 
singing, and stories. Login with this address, 
greaternw.zoom.us/j/91922325473  or with the 
Meeting ID: 919 2232 5473. You can even join 
by phone at 253-215-8782. Hope to see you 
there! 

Submitted by: Pastor David 
───────────────────────── 

 

Y  G  
 

All middle school and high school youth are in-
vited to meet on Sundays starting on Septem-
ber 13th at 6 p.m. We’ll play games, check in 
with each other, explore questions of faith. Join 
via Zoom at bit.ly/forestgroveumy or with Meet-
ing ID 973 5210 9417 and password, FGUMC. 

Submitted by: Pastor David 
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T  P ’  P  
 

 
God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it God rested from all 

the work of creation. — Genesis 2:3 
Dear Friends, 
 

I  am grateful, in the month of August, to have had the chance to take a couple of weeks’ vaca-
tion. The coronavirus pandemic has changed all of our plans, sometimes in surprising and unex-

pected ways. One of those ways is that I made it all the way to August before really noticing that I 
hadn’t had any time off in 2020. I had had several trips planned for earlier in the year—some pro-
fessional and some more recreational—but of course, all of those ended up being cancelled. And 
there was all of the scrambling to figure out how to do church in a brand new way. And it felt a bit 
silly to take time off when I wasn’t allowed to go anywhere. Even in our transition from Hood 
River to Forest Grove, I didn’t take any time; I preached the last Sunday in June in Hood River 
and then preached the following week here in Forest Grove. 
 
And so I am very grateful now for a much-needed break. As I’m writing this, I’m just about to 
head off. The staff at Camp Magruder has been kind enough to allow us to spend a week there 
camping in our tent trailer. And I plan to spend the second week closer to home doing some pad-
dling and cycling. 
 
The very first story in the Bible reminds us of the need for re-creation. After all of the work of cre-
ation, over a metaphorical 6 days, God devoted the seventh day to rest, to recover, to re-center. 
And God commands us all to observe the same kind of Sabbath rest, by observing a weekly day of 
rest and by taking occasionally longer periods to rest, recover, re-center, and reconnect with God. 
 
In COVID times, it seems like all of the days run together; each day is Blurs day. And so it can be 
easy to lose that pattern of weekly rest. And days and weeks’ and months can go by in a way that 
feels simultaneously very short and also like it’s lasted for years. 
 
We all need times of Sabbath. We all need times to rest from rigors of our ordinary lives. We all 
need times to be off-schedule, times to clear away the mental clutter, to see things from a new per-
spective. 
 
And while it can be complicated in these times, I encourage each of you to create opportunities for 
Sabbath. It may not look like it has in the past, but it is just as important, maybe even more so. 
Please pray for my family and me as we take this moment for re-creation. And I will hope that 
each of you find occasions for Sabbath in your lives. 
 
Your servant in Christ, 

 
 
 
 

Pastor David 
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F   A    W  

W hether baptism is for an infant or an adult, the first question asked is: “On behalf of the whole church, I 
ask you: Do you renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness and reject the evil powers of this world, and 

repent of your sins?” 
I remember the first time I was really aware of this idea of rejecting the evil powers of this world.  I was stand-

ing beside the pastor who had a tiny baby in his arms and I was holding the bowl with the water of baptism.  I think 
I almost dropped the bowl I was so stunned by thinking of evil and a baby in the same breath. 

Several years later I attended a workshop at a National Christian Educator’s conference led by my friend Jack 
Seymour, a retired professor from Garrett Theological Seminary in Chicago on that same subject.  He urged us to 
think carefully about the effects of evil in the world and its impact on the lives of children and youth as well as 
adults. 

That idea has stuck with me and it seems that year after year evil has been more evident in our world. World 
leaders who might more accurately be called despots, spew evil from every corner of the world including from our 
beloved country.  There are children in cages, women sexualized, poor made poorer by the difficulty of accessing 
resources, and much more. 

How do churches respond to this?  How do we as individuals?  Yes, we are living in unusual circumstances.  
We have not gathered in person as the church for 6 months.  We are strengthened less in our resolve by living more 
in isolation than is normal. 

Let these thoughts lie with you for a while.  Are you doing OK with resisting evil and wickedness?  Are you 
ignoring the plight of those around you who are not doing well and becoming overcome with evil in small ways 
and large? 

Thinking of you all, 
Submitted by: Rhoda Pittman Fuentes, Retired Deacon 

W  O  C  E  R - ? 

G overnor Kate Brown has a plan for Oregon to re-open, and Bishop Elaine Stanovsky has a plan for the 
United Methodist Church in the Pacific Northwest.  They both have numbered phases, but they aren’t the 

same.  Governor Brown is concerned mainly with public health, business, and the economy; Bishop Stanovsky is 
concerned mainly with public health, community, and ministry.  Our bishop is more conservative than the gover-
nor.  Governor Brown allows gatherings with up to 50 people now, which is why we’ve seen some of our neigh-
bor churches holding worship services.  Bishop Stanovsky has allowed in-person services in some parts of the Pa-
cific Northwest Episcopal Area, but not yet in Washington County.  She is waiting for signs that we can resume 
worship without endangering ourselves or our neighbors.  I look at Oregon’s recent history of counties re-opening 
too quickly and having to return to more restrictions, and I think our bishop is leading us in the wiser path. 

Right now, Forest Grove UMC is in Bishop Stanovsky’s Phase 2.  We have gatherings of up to 10 people in 
the church, mostly to produce the on-line worship service that we stream on Facebook (https://
www.facebook.com/forestgroveumcoregon/).  A few selected staff and volunteers work in the church building, 
when necessary.  Pastor David and Noelle are often in the office.  You can contact them at fgumcorg@gmail.com, 
or the phone numbers on the last page of this newsletter.  Organizations like Music Bridge, Narcotics Anonymous, 
and Family Promise are on hold or on-line for now.  Education is an essential service, so the Forest Grove 
Montessori School is still operating with limits on class size. 

Remember that the expenses of our congregation continue, even while we aren’t gathering for worship.  Please 
continue your financial support.  You can send checks to the church office, or you can donate online on the church 
website https://www.umcforestgrove.org.  Click the Donate tab at the top.  You can contribute using a credit or 
debit card, PayPal or Bank check . 

We have a plan for moving to the bishop’s Phase 3, when public health conditions allow.  That plan includes 
in-person worship gatherings for the first time since spring.  It will be different: we’ll be limited to 50 people all in 
masks, households will sit separately, and there will be no live singing, no communion, no fellowship time after-
ward.  No hugs.  It won’t feel like a real Methodist service, but it’s progress, it’s the next step, and it won’t last 
forever. 

Continued on pg. 5 
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U  M  C  

O   P  I  
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
June 16th, 2020  
 

Nashville, Tennessee: United Methodist Church leaders will launch a plan of action to galvanize church members 
and others to actively stand against racism in the wake of the death of George Floyd and protests across the U.S. 
 

The “Dismantling Racism: Pressing on to Freedom” initiative is a multi-level effort throughout the church to initi-
ate a sustained and coordinated effort to dismantle racism and promote collective action to work toward racial jus-
tice. The church-wide effort will kick off on June 19, 2020, to coincide with Juneteenth, the commemoration of the 
end of slavery in the U.S. An announcement from members of the United Methodist Council of Bishops will be 
broadcast at 11:00 am CT on UMC.org/EndRacism and Facebook. 
 

Participating in the event will be Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey of the Louisiana Episcopal Area, president of the 
Council of Bishops and the first Hispanic woman to hold that post, Bishop Cynthia Moore-Koikoi of the Pitts-
burgh Episcopal Area, Bishop Bruce Ough of the Dakotas-Minnesota Episcopal Area, Bishop Gregory Palmer of 
the Ohio West Episcopal Area, and Bishop Thomas Bickerton of the New York Episcopal Area. 
 

"Words are great, words are important – but action is really important," said Bishop Harvey. "Pick up your pen, 
pick up your voice, pick up your feet, and do something." 
 

A day of prayer and worship will follow on June 24, 2020, with an online service to be broadcast at noon CT 
on UMC.org/EndRacism and Facebook. There will also be a denominational virtual town hall event on July 1st. 
 

Regional and local worship events and town hall meetings involving community partners will subsequently take 
place, either online or in keeping with social distancing protocols. 
 

United Methodist Communications has launched a national advertising campaign on social media and news web-
sites across the U.S., as well as digital billboards in Atlanta, Minneapolis, Houston, and Louisville. The ads direct 
viewers to a website, UMC.org/EndRacism, where they can find resources to help them learn more and take ac-
tion. 
 

The United Methodist Council of Bishops has asked all United Methodists to join in prayer at 8:46 a.m. and p.m. 
for 8 minutes and 46 seconds, the time the officer held his knee on George Floyd’s neck, for at least the next 30 
days.  
 

Advocacy and worship resources will seek to equip leaders, members, and the public to join in this important ra-
cial relations work. To encourage wide participation, a variety of materials will be made available in English, Ko-
rean, Spanish, French, and Portuguese translations. 
 

The denomination has a long-standing history of advocating for justice. The Social Principles of The United Meth-
odist Church recognize racism as a sin and commit to challenging unjust systems of power and access. Additional 
information and resources are available online at UMC.org/EndRacism. 

 

A  T  U  M  C  
 

The United Methodist Church has more than 13 million members globally in 45,000+ local 
churches and is in mission in more than 136 countries. Our mission is making disciples of Jesus 
Christ for the transformation of the world. Our tagline "Open hearts. Open minds. Open doors." 
embraces who we are and how we seek to put our faith in action.  

Learn more at UMC.org. 
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B  
Calvin Gunther September  5th 

Tara McCaughey September  6th 

Anne Hall September  8th 

Mary Jane Nordgren September 10th 

Marilyn Carr September 15th 

Mary Ann Mellbye September 15th 

Joanne Rannells September 16th 

Sophie Gamble September 18th 

Alletta Brenner September 20th 

Linda Randle September 25th 

 

W   ? 
Continued from pg. 3 

 

So, when will our church open up and allow us to 
live the way we used to?  I’m sorry, we don’t know.  
But I’m confident we will come in time to a new 
place, much freer than we are now, much more open, 
and way more fun.  Watch for the work of the Holy 
Spirit who will lead us there. 

 

Liz Swenson for the Re-opening Committee 
Pastor David King 
Rhoda Fuentes  
Brian Hawkins 
Janet Hummel 
Doug Scott 
Liz Swenson 

 

You can find more details on line. 
https://govstatus.egov.com/reopening-oregon has 
information about Governor Brown’s reopening 
plans, with phases 1 - 3. 
 

https://greaternw.org/reimagining-life-together/ has 
information about Bishop Stanovsky’s reopening 
plans.  You can view the Guidelines and the chart of 
phases 1 - 4.  

───────────────────────── 
 

S   P  A  
  
Music Bridge will be hosting another Play and Singa-
long Music Circle on the second Friday, 9/11th from 
1:30 p.m. -2:10 p.m. We have opened it up to being a 
song circle. So if anyone would like to lead the group 
in singing, they can send the words and chords of 
their song to my email address 
at lisapetersonmusic@gmail.com. The Zoom link 
is https://us04web.zoom.us/j/78092131808?
pwd=cjlVTHRJTnFIYm9DTE9tR0lxd0YwUT09  
And the password is 3yis1i  
  
We had fun in August and hope you will consider 
joining us in September! Our song list  
features these 3 chord songs: 
  

Banana Boat Song (Day-O) (A, E7) 
Don’t Worry Be Happy (C, dm, F) 
Green Green Grass of Home (D, G, A7)  
Home on the Range (D, G, A7) 
Jamaica Farewell (A, D, E7) 
King of the Road (F, Bb, C7) 
Leavin’ on a Jet Plane (C, F, G) 
Peace Like a River (C, F, G) 
Rock in’ Robin (A, D, E7) 
These Boots Are Made for Walkin’ (E, A, G) 
This Land is Your Land (D, G, A) 
Under the Boardwalk (C, F, G, am) 
Will the Circle Be Unbroken (A, D, E7)? 

 Submitted by: Lisa Peterson 

 

H  Y  M ? 
 
Please be sure that the church office has your new ad-
dress as soon as possible. Thank you. 

Submitted by: Noelle Voepel 
Church Administrative Assistant 

A  

Ted & Lois Oakberg September  3rd 

Ken & Nancy Bond September 11th 

David & Jean Aull  September 22nd 

 

 

A  T  UMC 
 

Do you have questions about The United 
Methodist Church? “Ask The UMC” can help 
you find answers or the best contact for your 
question. 
 
Live Chat with us, submit your question,  
email asktheumc@umc.org. 
 
Need to talk to local churches? Find the 
church's direct contact information on Find a 
Church. 
 



 
 

S   S  

Lay Leader John Hayes 

Altar Guild Valerie Hawkins  

Coffee Coordinator  Amy Scott 

Nursery Supervisor TBD 

Kitchen Elves 
6th 

13th  
20th 
27th 

 
Patty Davie & Sue Brenner 
 
 
 

Rev. Dr. David King 1-541-399-9020 Pastor 

Rev. Rhoda Markus  503-357-3998 Deacon 

Noelle Voepel 503-357-2689  Administrative  
Assistant 

Church Office Hours, Monday through Thursday 

8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

Ed Davie 503-357-3185 Messenger Publisher 

Please send your articles to me  
by the 18th of each month! 

e-mail: edavie@frontier.com 

 

Ed Davie 
  

Born in New York State in 1928, our Messen-
ger publisher (“for nearly as long as I’ve been 
in this church”) retired to Oregon because he 
was tired of shoveling snow. He’d attended Al-
fred University for two years and then worked 
in electronics 40 years before retiring in 1987. 
He raised 3 sons and 2 daughters on a small 
farm until his marriage ended. 
 

His new wife showed him Oregon. Hooked, 
they moved to the area where she had taught 
and written music. (FGUMC Hand bell Choir 
plays a beautiful anthem she wrote). Grieving, 
Ed attended a Hospice session and met newly 
widowed Patty. They’ve been married 21 years, 
working actively for our church, doing many 
stints in the kitchen and helping with vacation 
Bible school. A bass, Ed sings with the choir 
and serves on SPRC. He’s done two terms on 
Trustees. Mostly at home now, he gardens and 
reads and keeps in touch with 15 grandchildren 
and 14 great grandchildren. 

Submitted by: M. J. Nordgren 

C  C  

Open Hearts, Open Minds,  

Open Doors 
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MISSION STATEMENT 
 

Know God. 
Build Community. 
Impact the World. 


